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Basic Installation Procedure 

Besides a few common tools, what is really required is the patience to do it right. 
Sanderson Headers are built by hand in the USA with the finest materials. Properly 
installed, our products will give you years of trouble-free performance. 

1. Be sure your engine is properly tuned. Timing and fuel/air mixture must be 
accurate to avoid heat-related gasket problems or damaged to the header coating (if 
you have coated headers). If your engine is new or rebuilt and never fired, see 
additional instructions below. 

2. Disconnect the ground lead from the battery. 

3. If you raise the vehicle to gain better access, support it on suitable heavy 
jackstands. Anything else is just plain dangerous. 

4. The cylinder heads must be perfectly clean. Remove all traces of carbon, old gasket 
material and other debris, starting with a scraper and single edge razor blade. Finish 
with a wire brush and a final polish with Scotch-Brite® or similar abrasive pad. lastly, 
wipe all mounting surfaces with acetone (WARNING ~ Flammable!) 

5. Install two studs, one in each end of the cylinder head to align the flange. 

6. Apply an 1/8' wide smear of Permatex® #82180 Ultra Black® Silicone (or 
compatible) that isn't too thick around each exhaust port on the header . Allow the 
silicone to set overnight. or until completely dry. 

 



1. TIP: People often ask, "What is 15-20 ft/lbs if I cannot get a torque wrench 
and socket on the bolts?" Well, you could experiment with other like-sized 
bolts in another area, first tightening the bolt with a torque wrench to the 
proper spec, then using the box-end wrench on the same bolt to train your 
muscle memory as to what force is needed to move it any tighter. But, an 
easier way is use the moniker "pink knuckle" or "pink fingertip" tight. You are 
working in a very tight space, so your fingertips are on the wrench. When you 
see your fingertips turning from normal color to pink then to almost red as 
you apply force to the wrench, you're probably where you need to be. 

7. Use the same process at the collector. Always use Grade 5 or better bolts. Do not 
use stainless steel bolts (stainless steel bolts, when repeatedly heated by the 
engine and then cooled become soft. This could cause the bolts to become loose.) 
We offer Grade 5 bolts with locking nuts for those interested. 

8. Permatex® Ultra Black® cures fully in 24 hours at room temperature. 

 
Special Instructions for New or Rebuilt Engines 

Chrome, stainless and ceramic coated headers can be permanently damaged by installing 
them on improperly tuned motors! Exhaust gas temperatures in fresh engines can easily 
exceed the limits of these materials, causing damage to the finish. For first time start-up, 
follow these recommended steps: 

1. Install an old pair of headers or your stock exhaust manifolds without gaskets. Start 
the motor and adjust the timing, carburetor settings, and valves. Check for any 
vacuum leaks. Run the engine 10-20 minutes to burn out all traces of assembly 
lube. 

2. Check for soot at the end of the tailpipe, caused by a too-rich fuel mixture. Correct 
this before you bolt on your new headers. 

3. Let the motor cool completely, then unbolt the old exhaust manifolds and follow the 
procedure above to install your new Sanderson Headers. 

 
A Few More Professional Tips 

Whenever you change an engine component; camshaft, distributor, carburetor, etc., follow 
the procedure as if you were firing the motor for the first time. It's more work, but it saves 
you the risk of ruining your headers. 



 

Limited 5 Year General Warranty 

Sanderson Street Rod Headers strives to supply our customers with the highest quality parts and 
service available in the street rod industry. In keeping with this, we warrant and will repair or 

replace, at our option after inspection in our facility, any of our products which are found by us to 
have failed due to defects in either material or workmanship.  This warranty is activated by the return 
of the Warranty Card enclosed with every pair of headers, and is effective for FIVE YEARS * from the 

date of purchase as indicated on the original invoice. 

This Warranty does not cover products that fail due to improper motor tuning, alteration, 
disassembly, or damage caused by racing, misuse, neglect, abuse, improper installation and/or 
accident, or when used on applications for which they were not designed or approved. We are 

specifically not responsible for the costs of removal, installation, transportation, destruction of other 
components, inconvenience, loss of time, or other personal damages, or for any other associated 
costs including the application of aftermarket coatings applied by others. Sanderson Street Rod 
headers shall not be liable for any and all consequential damages occasioned by the breach of any 
written or implied warranty pertaining to this sale in excess of the purchase price of the product(s) as 

found on the original invoice. 

WRAPPING HEADERS WITH THERMAL TAPE VOIDS WARRANTY. 

* Extremely compact header designs which locate the collector in close proximity to the exhaust ports are very sensitive 

to engine tuning. Improper air/fuel mix or timing of ignition and/or valvetrain can cause early failure due to excessive 
heat. For this reason, part numbers CC2 and CC3 are offered with a two-year Warranty period only. All other Warranty 

conditions apply. 
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